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WMO Space Programme News

• Kenneth Holmlund retired

• New head of Space System and Utilization (SSU) division will 
be Natalia Donoho (NOAA) from 3rd Apr 2023

• New staff Jesse Andries joining from 22nd May 2023
– Space weather and radio frequency coordination

• Existing Staff
– Heikki Pohjola
– Zoya Andreeva
– Chang Liu (Junior Professional Officer by CMA, 

temporary) 

• SSU expert teams: 
– ET-SSU, Expert Team on Space Systems 

and Utilization
• Cochairs Fiona Smith (BoM) and Jack 

Kaye (NASA)

– ET-SWX, Expert Team on Space Weather
• Cochairs Kirsti Kauristie (FMI) and Lee-

Anne McKinnell (SAWS)

– ET-RFC, Expert Team on Radio Frequency 
Coordination

• Cochairs Eric Allaix (Meteo France) and 
David Franc (NASA)
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WMO data policy for the international exchange of Earth system data
• New WMO Unified Data Policy (Res. 1) was approved by WMO members 

2021 replacing the old Res 40 (weather), 25(hydrology) and 60 (climate)

• New data policy is single, overarching data policy resolution emphasis on the 
Earth System data: Observations, Monitoring, Prediction and Services

• As a fundamental principle, WMO commits itself to broadening and 
enhancing the free and unrestricted international exchange of Earth system 
data

• Two main categories of data:

– Core (shall be exchanged)
– Recommended (should be exchanged)

• The policy is addressed to national governments of WMO Members and 
cannot dictate private sector entities
– Exchange of core data is considered mandatory, irrespective of data origin
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Satellite data in WMO Unified Data Policy
• Vital importance of satellite data now clearly 

recognized

• The concept of Core satellite data is framed primarily 
in terms of importance for global NWP

• However, no specific satellite datasets are listed as neither 
Core nor Recommended in new data policy, or in Manual 
on WIGOS

4



ITSC-24, Tromsø, Norway

Core observational data in WMO data policy

5



ITSC-24, Tromsø, Norway

Catalogue of Core Data - WIGOS Manual
Initial list of Earth system data to be exchanged as core data
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Defining Core and Recommended satellite data as per WMO Unified 
Data Policy 

• Analysis of space-based observation capabilities 
of CGMS members was carried out with WMO 
Expert Teams 
– ET-SSU, ET-SWX and CGMS SWCG

• Based on WMO OSCAR/Space, Vision 2040 for 
WIGOS, NWP Position Paper and other material 
as a reference aiming to capture user perspective

• Document for current and near future 
measurement capabilities was prepared
– GEO measurement capabilities
– LEO measurement capabilities
– Space weather
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• Letters with analysis of space-based observation capabilities were 
sent to Space Agencies (and WMO Members) 

• Asking to nominate agency focal point and schedule bilateral 
discussion between WMO and Space Agency to define which data 
could be defined as Core or Recommended 

• Most of the bilateral discussions already done 

• Supportive outcome by space agencies to define most of their 
data as Core with free and unrestricted exchange

Defining Core and Recommended satellite data as per WMO Unified 
Data Policy (cont’d)
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• Complete remaining bilateral discussions

• Status update will be presented to Space Agencies in CGMS-51

• Seek endorsement from INFCOM 3 followed by Executive Council 
and finally WMO Congress for the decision by WMO members

• Consolidated commitments to be tabled in WMO regulatory 
material (WMO WIGOS Manual) and reflected elsewhere as 
suitable (OSCAR/Space database)

Way forward
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Thank you
Merci
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SATELLITE DATA REQUIREMENTS FOR GLOBAL 
NUMERICAL WEATHER PREDICTION
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