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CGMS 
• CGMS provides an international forum for the exchange of 

technical information and coordination on geostationary 
and polar orbiting meteorological satellite systems.  

• Science working groups (ITWG, IWWG, IROWG, and IPWG) 
provide  a source of guidance/recommendations to CGMS 
which depending on criticality becomes an action managed 
at the CGMS level. 

• CGMS for the first time is developing a High Level Priority 
Plan (HLPP) which covers a 5 year time period, updated 
every year.   First HLPP covers 2014-2018. 

• CGMS wants input from the science working groups to the 
HLPP 

• ITWG needs to provide input to the HLPP by end of April in 
preparation for the next CGMS meeting – May 19-24, 2014. 
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More on the working groups at the 
annual CGMS meeting 

• WG 1: Telecommunications  
– Frequency allocations, interference  

•  WG 3: Contingency Planning  
–  “help your neighbor in case of satellite failure”  

•  WG4: Global Data Dissemination  
– Direct Readout, Software packages, EuMETCAST, 
 GEONETCAST, CMACAST  
– Data exchange  
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CGMS-41 Actions/Recommendations 
applicable to ITWG 

• CGMS agencies with direct broadcast to provide access to software for converting satellite 
data packets to calibrated sensor observations (level 1b), and complete related information 
on the WMO website 
 

• GSICS to take on calibration event monitoring activities following the recent work on 
calibration event monitoring. Such information should be included in the next update of the 
WMO OSCAR database. 

 
• NOAA to coordinate its new direct readout initiative which  focuses on advanced sounder 

data from  POES, METOP, FY3,  METEOR-M,  Aqua/Terra with  the WMO RARS program. 
 

• ROSHYDROMET to report at CGMS-41 on the technical modalities for the near-real time 
provision of Meteor-M global data sets and associated ancillary information, as needed to 
fully contribute to the GOS. 
 

• NOAA and WMO to discuss the relation of the Direct Broadcast Data Initiative (see NOAA-
WP-13) to RARS, and how RARS can take advantage of this initiative 



CGMS-41 Actions/Recommendations 
applicable to ITWG 

• NOAA to provide a report on the benefit of Day-Night imagery (e.g. as 
experience with SNPP/VIIRS) at CGMS-42 in order to assist CMA in refining 
its requirements for an imager for the early morning orbit mission. 
 

• R & D or operational satellite operators should consider the provision of 
some high-accuracy, SI-traceable and stable reference instruments as 
anchors for operational instruments, in particular, for climate purposes. 
 

• CGMS Satellite Operators to address the anticipated or potential gaps 
identified in the WMO Gap Analysis, in particular: 

– infrared and microwave sounding on the early morning orbit,  
– hyperspectral sounding missing in some geostationary sectors, 
– long-term follow-on of radio-occultation constellation, 
– global precipitation measurement precipitation radar follow-on mission, 
– long-term Earth Radiation Budget monitoring 
– limb sounding for high-vertical resolution observations in the stratosphere and 

mesosphere (of temperature, humidity, wind, aerosol, ozone and other trace gases). 



CGMS-41 Actions/Recommendations 
applicable to ITWG 

• All CGMS Members to provide updates on satellite programmes to 
be included in OSCAR, through their annual reports to CGMS and 
by other means as appropriate 
 

• CGMS satellite operators to support NWP centres to perform 
Observing System Experiments (OSEs) on the regional impact of a 
potential gap of sounding from the early morning orbit. 
 

• CGMS Members to support CMA in further investigations of the 
benefit and technical consequences of potential move of a mid 
morning mission to an early morning mission. 
 

• IMD with GSICS assistance to employ GSICS Satellite 
Intercalibration tools to intercompare  geostationary imager to IASI 
and/or AIRS.  IMD to identify a focal point, and to present findings at 
CGMS-41 



Possible Actions from ITSC-19 to CGMS 

• Actions raised from ITSC-19 should be important and 
requiring CGMS support to realize benefits: 

• Examples: 
– CGMS agencies to support validation campaigns to assess the 

absolute calibration of “weather” satellites for climate 
applications. 

– CGMS agencies to provide prelaunch simulated datasets to 
prepare for operational utilization 

– CGMS agencies to support radiative transfer model assessments 
and improvements including LBL, recognizing the cross-cutting 
importance of radiative transfer to weather forecasting, 
environmental assessments and climate applications. 

  



ITWG as a CGMS working group 
• Part of CGMS strategy is to use the science working groups 

(ITWG, IPWG, IROWG, IWWG) as the expert groups to 
provide priorities and to respond to actions when needed.     

• CGMS will ask ITWG for subject matter expert support and 
potentially for some analysis. 
– But ITWG meets every ~ 18 months. 
– CGMS meets every year 

• CGMS will need ITWG working groups to provide support at 
a higher frequency  (On call) 
– Potentially we will need to have  virtual meetings of the working 

groups when needed. 
• So the role of working group co- chairs is more important 

than ever. 



Each working group will be provided 

• The excel spreadsheet of all CGMS-41 actions 
• The CGMS-41 report. 
• Co-chairs should review the spreadsheet and 

the report  
• Niels already provided a topic list to the co-

chairs 
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