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3.Summary

1. Overall, HIRS/NOAA-16 and -17 observed radiances are in good agreement with those of
AIRS/Aqua. The differences are within ~0.8K for eight out of the nine channels compared, with

AIRS observations being slightly warmer.

2. Large difference (>5.0K) are observed for HIRS/NOAA16 channel 1, probably due to calibration
uncertainties and large noise in HIRS channel 1. It is reduced substantially (to 1.0K) for NOAA-17

3. AIRS radiances are consistent with both HIRS/NOAA-16 and HIRS/NOAA-17

4. HIRS calibration algorithms 3 and 4 produced similar results for most channels, however, with a
better agreement for algorithm 4 in shortwave channels, such as channel 16 and 18.
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